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Summary: Simple text and photographs introduce forests and their features. 


Note to Parents and Teachers 


The Earth Features series supports national science standards for 
units on landforms of the earth. The series also supports geography 
standards for using maps and other geographic representations. 
This book describes and illustrates forests. The photographs 
support early readers in understanding the text. The repetition of 
words and phrases helps early readers learn new words. This book 
also introduces early readers to subject-specific vocabulary words, 
which are defined in the Words to Know section. Early readers may 
need assistance to read some words and to use the Table of 
Contents, Words to Know, Read More, Internet Sites, and 
Index/Word List sections of the book. 
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A forest is a large area 


of land covered with trees. 
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Some forests receive a lot 
of rain. Some forests 


receive little rain. 





Rain falls almost every 
day in a tropical rain 
forest. The rain makes 


the forest green. 





Tropical rain forests grow 
in places that are warm 


all year. 
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Temperate forests grow 
where winters are cold 


and summers are warm. 
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Temperate forests have 
mostly deciduous trees. 
Their leaves change color 


during autumn. 
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Many evergreen forests 
grow in places that 


are mostly cold. 
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Evergreen forests have 
mostly coniferous trees. 
Their leaves stay green 

all year. Evergreen leaves 


are called needles. 
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Redwood National Park 
is in California. 
The tallest trees in 


the world grow there. 
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Words to Know 


coniferous—a kind of tree with cones and 
leaves called needles; needles stay green all 
year on most evergreen trees; coniferous seeds 
are found in a cone. 





deciduous—a kind of tree that loses its leaves 
every autumn; the branches are bare during 
winter; new leaves grow each spring. 


evergreen forest—a forest in which most trees 
are coniferous; evergreen forests cover 2.7 
billion acres (1.1 billion hectares) in North 
America, Europe, and Asia. 


temperate forest—a forest in which most trees 
are deciduous; oak trees, birch trees, and elm 
trees are common in temperate forests. 


tropical rain forest—a forest in the tropics; 
the tropics is an area near the equator that is 
hot and rainy; rain falls almost every day in 
tropical rain forests. 
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